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My name is Yusra.  Yes, I'm the girl who swam for her life, then swam at 

the Olympics.  Now I want to tell you another story.  It's about my other 

name, my other identity.  You see, my name is refugee.  At least, that's what 

they call me.  Me and those 21,000,000 others forced to flee persecution, war 

and violence.   

So, who is this refugee?   Well, once I was just like you.  I had a home, I 

had roots, I belonged.  Like you, I lived my life day by day, caught up in my 

own hopes, passions and problems.  Then war came and everything changed. 

War gave me a new name, a new role, a new identity: refugee.  Suddenly 

it was go, drop everything, run for your life.  Leave your home, relatives, 

friends and run.  It was only after I crossed the border I realised I'd lost more 

than my house and all my possessions.  I'd lost my nationality, my identity, 

my name.  Now I was refugee. 
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著作権保護の観点により、本文を掲載いたしません。 

【出典】Yusra Mardini's Speech at World Economic Forum (January,2017) 


